Shirley Mae Watson
July 15, 1934 - November 1, 2016

Shirley Mae Watson of Freeport, IL, formerly of Morris, IL, went to be with her Lord on
November 1, 2016; she was reunited with her husband exactly fourteen years after his
passing. Shirley was born on July 15, 1934 in Harvey, IL, the only child of Arthur and
Maebell Genovese. She graduated from Thornton High School, where she was an active
member of the choral and thespian clubs, and throughout her life was part of many church
choirs.
Shirley was married to Martin (Marty) Watson on January 6, 1955 in Harvey, IL. They had
known each other from grammar school and reconnected after Marty returned from
serving in the Korean War. Throughout their married life they had six children and served
the Lord faithfully through volunteering at their local churches for over 40 years. Seeing a
need in the Morris area for church resources and supplies, Shirley and Marty opened a
Christian bookstore in 1974. The Robin Lee Christian Bookstore, named after their
adopted daughter, Robin, served the area for 28 years.
Shirley is survived by her daughters Amy McElvain of Seattle, WA; Linda Bordelon of
Morris, IL; and JoAnne (Craig) Wainman of Freeport, IL; and her son Mark (Julie) Watson
of Carol Stream, IL; grandchildren Stacy Kraus (Mark Balkema), Elizabeth (Thomas) Nord,
Jonas (Becky) Wainman, Stephen (Megan) Polak, Michael McElvain, Matthew (Anna)
Polak, Jamey (Kevin) McElvain Whitman, Jorie McElvain, Mollie McElvain, Lucas
Wainman, and Olivia Wainman; great-grandchildren Peyton Kraus, Zachery Nord, Edgar
Nord, Asher Nord, Melody Polak, Carson Polak, and Arya Wainman. She is also survived
by many loving nieces, nephews, cousins, and a large circle of dear friends.
She is preceded in death by her parents, husband Marty, infant son Thomas, daughter
Robin, grandson Scott, brothers-in-law Lee, John, Earl, Chuck, and Jerry, and sisters-inlaw Betty, Dorothy, Ada, Nellie, and Nancy.
The visitation will be held on Saturday, November 5 from 11-2:30 at First Christian Church
in Morris, IL. A celebration of Shirley’s life will follow at 2:30. Burial will follow at Sample
Cemetery.
Memorials may be made in Shirley’s name to Parkview Home in Freeport, IL.
The family extends its gratitude to the staff of Freeport Memorial Hospital and the
thorough, loving care provided over the past three years by the staff at Parkview Home.

Arrangements have been entrusted with U.C. Davis-Callahan Funeral Home, 301 W.
Washington Street, Morris, IL. For further information visit the website at http://www.ucdavi
scallahan.com or contact the funeral home at 815-942-0084. Online condolences may be
directed to the family by visiting the website.
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Comments

“

Aunt Shirley will be greatly missed. We have a lot of wonderful family memories.
Our thoughts and prayers to the Watson family.
Love, Sherri & Chuck

Chuck Sellars - November 05, 2016 at 06:24 PM

“

Shirley was one of the first people I met when I started attending First Christian
Church in Morris. I will always remember her as one of the sweetest and friendliest
people that I have ever met. She was always smiling and always had time to talk a
minute. She was a very special lady.

Ann Hoffmeyer - November 05, 2016 at 04:11 PM

“

My prayers are with the entire family. God Bless each of you. Sincerely, Rhonda
Deischer

Rhonda Deischer - November 05, 2016 at 11:36 AM

“

Sweet Tenderness was purchased for the family of Shirley Mae Watson.

November 03, 2016 at 04:59 PM

“

A Full Life was purchased for the family of Shirley Mae Watson.

November 03, 2016 at 03:43 AM

“

Goodbye my dear friend until we meet again. I love you. REMEMBERING the good
times you, Del and I had.
What a lucky family you have to have you in their lives.
I wish you all the peace of God thru this hard time.

Marlene dennison - November 02, 2016 at 08:36 PM

“

Mike And Sneran Allee lit a candle in memory of Shirley Mae Watson

Mike and Sneran Allee - November 02, 2016 at 06:36 PM

“

I have really missed Shirley through the years especially since the closing of The
Robin Lee Christian Bookstore. One of my favorite places to hang out...and buy
books. I remember I could always charge my books...and every once in
awhile...Marty would send me a note...you think you could pay a little on this bill.
Along with the books many, many conversations with Shirley...always so willing to be
a great help and if what I wanted or thought I needed was not there...it could always
be ordered. Always willing to witness, share and listen.
My deepest sympathy to her daughters and son...and all of the extended family
members. Am sure you will all miss her greatly.
Love in Christ, Judy Heifner

Judy Heifner - November 02, 2016 at 02:40 PM

“

Matt & Anna lit a candle in memory of Shirley Mae Watson

Matt & Anna - November 01, 2016 at 09:39 PM

“

Aunt Shirley always had time to share with everyone. She had an infectious laugh
and bubbly personality that we will surely miss.
Kathy and Mike Raudenbush

Kathleen Raudenbush - November 01, 2016 at 09:33 PM

“

Shirley was a great friend, and will be surely missed by us all, the Linke's

John Linke - November 01, 2016 at 09:08 PM

“

I never got to meet Mrs. Watson, but she raised such a wonderful Christian man.
Mark is loved by his many friends here at his home church, Cornerstone Christian
Church.

JoAnn Humphrey - November 01, 2016 at 07:19 PM

